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Samuel Milligan ¥ill (Water Power Grist Mill}
Milligantown, Westmoreland County, Pa.

Owner: dJohn N. Graham, R.F.D. #2, New Kensington, Pa.

Date of Erection: About 1830.

Arohitect:t TUnknown, if any.
Builder: Samusl Milligan.

Present Condition: This mill is Iin an excellent state of preserva-
tion with the exoeption of the outside weter wheel which is
rapidly deteriorating. The bullding is differemt from 1ts
original appearance only in that it has been reshingled, new
e¢lap-boards have been put on and possibly the extensions be-
yond the main frame were subsequent alterations. 4ilso there
was & wheel house, now gone, whioh entirsly covered the water
Whael-

Bumber of Storigs: Three,

Moterials of Construction: Foundations are of looal sandstone or
freogstone., Framing is of hand-hewn oak. Floors are wides
boards, tongued and grooved, also of oak. Roof was evident-
ly originally shingled with handesplit shakes, The local
carpenter, Robert Qliver Laughlin, sffirms that he removed
ths original siding or weathor boardipnz in 1898, whioh was
oomposed of white pine, one inch boards, eight to twelve in-
ghes wide and wp bto twenty feset long. At that time, he put
on the present mill siding and also reshingled the roof.

Other Existing Regords: The Western Pennsylvania Architectural
Survey has gatherad some hietory ooncerning this mill from
the desoendants of the builder, notably Reverend F. A. Dumm,
Belle Center, Chio., Theee records were made in 1935 hy
Charles M, Stotz of tho Western Pemmsylvania Arohitectural
survey.

Additional Data: Mllligan's Mill, as i% 1s known in the vicinity,
is situated on Little Puckety Creek, east of New Kensington,
Fa, It was built by Samwmel Milligan in what was then the town
of Millipantown, also named after Samuel Milligan. He was
born in 1769 near Carlisle, Pa,, and was married in 1802 amd
settled on & two hundred and fifty {250) scre traot which ine
cluded the site of the present mill. The mill was built for
the son, Jamieson Milligan, who was born in 1804, The mill
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Additional Data (Cont'd.): was built about 1830, The mill was run
by an over-shot wheel and the water was brought through a race
a2 quarter of a mile from a dam whioh impounded the water of a
tributary to Little Puckety Cresek. A further race also about
a quarter of a mile long extonded from this dam on up the valley
and joined with the Little Puckety Creek, so that 1t was poss-
ible to conserve the water from two streams. Even with this
amount of water there wers times when it was insufficient %o
run the mill. However, when water was abundant due to rainfall
or spring freshets, ths mill ran night and day. The level of
the water in the dam was maintained in the fore~-bay through a
tight flume,

The husk or assemblage of gears which transmit the power Lo the
stones 1s for the most part of wood and in good oondition.
Some of the joinery is most interesting, particularly the spokes
0f tha large horizontal drive wheel. There are six gpokes oome=
posed of three through timbers. These three timbers were notched
to interseot in tho same plane inside of the large wood shaft.
The mortises into the shaf{ were ohiselled large enough to per-
mit the insertion of these through timbers, and thelr subse-
gquent artioulatien entirely withia the shaft. When they had
all fit into the one plane, wedges were driven into the larger
. mortises to make all tight and rigid. The teeth on this wheol
wore 0f separate pleces of maple boiled in paraffin or some
similar lubricant.

The two projecting areas of the nmill, outside of the main fram-
ing, woere probably not original because they were of sawn lume
ber. All of the wood used in the construotion of thls mill
was out from the Milligan farm.

The historiocal data abvove was obtained from the Western Pennsylvania
ArchiteeturdlSurvey, a projeot of the Buhl Foundation under the dir-
eotion of Mr. Charles M, Stotz, A.I.A., Bessemer Bullding, Plttsburgh,
Pa,
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